College Prep Notes for Rising Seniors
Spring 

Register for and take the ACT (www.act..org ) &/or SAT (www.collegeboard.com) college admissions tests. 
(Tip:  Go to UNO’s free ACT test prep session the weekend before the ACT test. RSVP at http://admissions.uno.edu/rsvp/a_act_prep.cfm?evntid=000109392 . It lasts only two hours and it is FREE.)
Check your TOPS GPA with your counselor to make sure you are on track before scheduling your senior year courses. 
(Tip:  If your TOPS GPA is not 2.5 or better, consider retaking some TOPS core courses to improve the GPA.)

Summer 
Investigate summer options and summer college programs.
Communicate with schools you may be interested in by writing (or emailing) and visiting (in person is best, but virtual tours are available www.ecampustours.com). 
(Tip:  Be sure to make an appointment with a financial aid officer while you are there to check financial aid information and deadlines.) 
Research the admissions requirements for these schools by visiting their websites. 
(Tip:  Google the name and state of the school to find them.) 

Familiarize yourself with their application process, the deadlines for both admissions and scholarships. Many schools have a scholarship deadline much earlier than their admission deadline, the same application to LSU; for example, can be both the scholarship and admissions application if submitted before their scholarship deadline of November 15. Beginning November 16, the same application is only considered for admissions. 

Check whether or not the application for admissions at the school you are interested in is also the scholarship application, or is it a separate application.

Search for scholarships!!! Two of the largest and most popular search engines are www.fastweb.com and www.ecampustours.com  
(Tip:  One of these has a random drawing for $1000 scholarships.)
Apply to the schools of your choice. Colleges prefer an on-line application, but a paper application is available to most if you prefer. You can apply any time the summer before your senior year if you are ready to do so. 
(Tip:  A few days after you submit your application, you may apply for housing. This will give you better housing options.)
Check out the St. Tammany Parish Schools College Counseling website, http://college.stpsb.org  for information. 
(Tip:  Read the College Planning Handbook available on-line.)
